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DOVI 
DIALS 
IT UP 

Win no.4 in red for Andrea Dovizioso 
after a weekend of speed and buffeting 
at the Red Bull Ring as MotoGP contin¬ 
ues to entertain and turn. The Italian sits 
16 points behind Marc Marquez in the 
standings: a proper title threat? Better 
believe it... 
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A perfect 2017 MX2 
moment captured 
by Ray Archer. Pauls 
Jonass and Jeremy 
Seewer side-by-side on 
a jump, for the cham¬ 
pionship and flanked 
by a wall of noisy fans; 
there was something 
idyllic about the Grand 
Prix of Switzerland 
last weekend. Neither 
of the two riders cel¬ 
ebrated the overall win 
but one will be getting 
emotional in just a few 
weeks as MXGP clicks 
down to a finale 
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A 

BEST 

SHOT 

Could some Las Vegas revenge 
be on the cards? Joey Savatgy 
was again among the chequered 
flags at a soaking Unadilla and 
snipped some more points away 
from 250SX nemesis Zach Os¬ 
borne. The latter leads by 63 
points with two rounds and 100 
left on the table. 
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WE'VE CREATED 
THE ARMOR. 

BUT WE CAN'T FIGHT 
ALL YOUR BATTLES. « 



At least not the ones in your mind. 

Our comprehensive range of body protection gives you the assurance 
that the only assault will be on your senses. 

Go find it: leatt.com/2017-gpx-body-protection/ 













V*i# 






MXGP SWITZERLAND 



T hey are doing something 
right at Frauenfeld. For 
the second year in a row the 
Grand Prix of Switzerland was 
one of the outstanding fix¬ 
tures of MXGP. Maybe it was 
the warm sunshine, perhaps 
the unpredictability of the 
race orders or the rough na¬ 
ture of the track that inspired 
awe once more of what these 
athletes are capable of and 
the speeds they go. I believe 
the biggest factor was the 
public. A 30,000 attendance 
was actually a touch lower 
than 2016 (the Austrian Mo- 
toGP occurring on the same 
weekend did not help) but the 
volume level was markedly 
higher and this was thanks to 
the performances of Suzuki’s 
Jeremy Seewer and Wilvo 
Yamaha’s Arnaud Tonus. The 
two Swiss put on a show that 
would have captured the at¬ 
tention of a new generation 
and made themselves into 
instant heroes for a coun¬ 
try that is still rediscovering 
Grand Prix after hiatus of 
fifteen years away from the 
series. 

The race (again) had a nar¬ 
row escape with the weather. 
Friday’s set-up day was 
largely wet with enough rain 
to instigate concern for the 
track. It was a replay of the 
circumstances of 2016 and 
Frauenfeld’s inauguration. 

As with the Swiss GP twelve 
months earlier the showers 
actually had a beneficial ef¬ 
fect in softening and cutting 
through the hard-pack. By 
Saturday night the track crew 


were embarking on a com¬ 
prehensive watering period 
that would throw the second 
EMX125 moto on Sunday 
into a ‘mudder’. Perhaps less 
brutal than 2016 the cavern¬ 
ous ruts and carved mud was 
a technical as they come and 
another physical and mental 
grinder just one week after 
the arduous Lommel sand. 
“The track was awesome if 
you had a good start...if you 
didn’t then it was a nightmare 
and so tough to pass with 
all that roost,” said Red Bull 
KTM’s Jeffrey Herlings who 
triumphed for the second 
time in a week and the third 
time in 2017 for what was his 
eighth podium appearance. 

“I enjoyed the second moto 
though with the crowd noise!” 

Such was the feel-good fac¬ 
tor around the event and the 
championship after a hard 
couple of weeks and with 
question marks hanging over 
the future of riders and teams 
it was extra heart-warming 
to see Kemea Yamaha’s Be¬ 
noit Paturel burst through to 
finally deliver a set of results 
that his talent and dedication 
merits. The Frenchman is in 
contract limbo but there was 
no hint of desperation about 
his 2-1 and very first Grand 
Prix win. Finally a pair of 
decent starts and the kind of 
hunting-and-searching pace 
that should have materialised 
a lot more in 2017 was the 
difference this time. 

Frauenfeld did deliver a sizea¬ 
ble quota of ‘follow my lead¬ 


er’ with the relentless layout 
of jumps and turns (although 
the wave straight into a small 
rhythm section adjacent to 
the main bulk of the grand¬ 
stands was thrilling, fast and 
atmospheric) and starts were 
everything but the riders were 
close and there was pressure 
among the groups in each 
MX2 and MXGP moto. 

It’s likely a similar situation 
will occur at Uddevalla this 
weekend as MXGP pushes to 
the end of the first instalment 
of three-in-a-row and with just 
four rounds to go; the Swed¬ 
ish hard-pack returns to the 
calendar after a year away 
from the scene and although 
it has been accused of being 
out-dated and ill-prepared in 
recent editions, the motoclub 
north of Gothenburg have 
never lacked the enthusiasm 
to make their Grand Prix ap¬ 
pealing and functional. 

The buzz 

Full dues to the Swiss fans. 
They surprised in numbers 
and sheer vocal passion in 
2016 but thanks to Seewer 
and Tonus had even more 
reason to pack their flags and 
rasp the tonsils. Seewer had 
star billing, to the extent that 
a national TV network were 
broadcasting from Frauenfeld 
live and the 23 year old was 
taken away by helicopter im¬ 
mediately post-race in order 
to make a studio appearance 
in one of the most popular 
TV sports programmes in the 
country. 



Cairoli won at Frauenfeld in 2016 
and it was the last success for the 
injured Sicilian th^f term. #222 
rode conservatively at this edition 
of the Swiss event and remarked 
afterwards that the 2017 title is 
getting “closer and closer” W> 





Seewer delivers in a big way and 
then inspires with his desire to 
give something to his home audi 
ence in the second moto 












The Suzuki man was brilliant 
on Saturday to seal Pole Posi¬ 
tion and increase the hype 
further and danced away with 
the first moto after moving up 
from a top five start. With eve¬ 
ry second Seewer gained on 
Red Bull KTM’s Pauls Jonass 
and Jorge Prado (the Span¬ 
iard serial-holeshotting as 
usual) and with every overtak¬ 
ing move he forced, the four 
corners of Frauenfeld erupted. 
When he made a mistake on 
the final lap and Paturel al¬ 
most pulled alongside the RM- 
Z250 then the tension was as 
thick as the walls of the ruts. 
The second moto was a differ¬ 
ent story and a first turn crash 
made the disbelief of the 
sun-burned masses almost 
audible. Seewer caused a 
thirty minute and two lap race 
to pass in half the time thanks 
to his energetic recovery to 
fourth position; even surviv¬ 
ing a mid-air touch with LRT’s 
Julien Lieber that sent the 
Belgian tumbling, fortunately 
without injury. At the front 
Paturel and Rockstar Energy 
Husqvarna’s Thomas Coving¬ 
ton brief spat for the lead was 
also gripping. 

Runner-up in 2016 Seewer 
knew the best he could man¬ 
age was a repeat of the clas¬ 
sification as he picked up the 
Suzuki and, in a term where 
he and Pauls Jonass have 
operated on reasonably close 
levels, equalled the Latvian’s 
phenomenal comeback ride 
from last to fifth at Lommel to 
make the second step again. 


Tonus’ impact came out of 
the (Yamaha) blue. A hole- 
shot and faultless run while 
under constant sniping from 
the excellent Rockstar En¬ 
ergy IceOne Husqvarna’s Max 
Anstie saw the former Pro 
Circuit rider emotional across 
the finish line. Remarkably for 
an athlete that first came into 
Grand Prix in 2009, this was 
Tonus’ first taste of a home 
Grand Prix. So a shame then 
that a crash early into the 
second race and impact from 
Suzuki’s Arminas Jasikonis 
led to a broken rib for #4. 

Assomotor Honda’s Valen¬ 
tin Guillod was injured with 
a broken metacarpal and 
missed ‘Frauenfeld 2’ but the 
2018 edition of the GP could 
see all three of Team Swit¬ 
zerland’s Nations trio raiding 
points from the MXGP class. 
Will it get this good again? 

Nearly crunch time 

A win for Herlings but an elev¬ 
enth podium for Tony Cairoli 
meant minimal gain for the 
Dutchman in the MXGP cham¬ 
pionship standings; just a two 
point clip actually from 99 to 
97. More crucially it was an¬ 
other date scratched from the 
schedule and if Cairoli con¬ 
tinues on the same trajectory 
then that ninth world crown 
(he has led the series from 
round seven) will be celebrat¬ 
ed overseas for the third time 
for the Sicilian. A lacklustre 
weekend for Monster Energy 
Kawasaki’s Clement Desalle 
and a return to the podium 


Rockstar Energy IceOne Husq¬ 
varna’s Gautier Paulin meant 
the Belgian has dropped from 
second to fourth in the MXGP 
standings in just two rounds. 

MX2 is a little tighter. Jonass 
has more trophies than any 
other rider in the FIM World 
Championship and has now 
accrued eleven in a row. His 
ability to drill out a 3-3 in 
Switzerland and on a day 
where he admitted he was 
‘slightly off the pace’ meant a 
single point knocked from his 
margin of 50. Seewer must 
have been just as annoyed 
by losing the ideal chance 
to slim the gap further as he 
was of the GP win slipping 
away. One disastrous moto 
can swing things wildly but 
if Seewer wins the last eight 
outings and Jonass keeps in 
the top three each time then 
the deficit is already too much 
to breach. 

Switzerland was a key date 
for Seewer. The Swedish and 
US Grand Prixs will see the 
rivals on level terms (perhaps 
the Suzuki man will have the 
edge on the slippery Udde- 
valla hard-pack) but Jonass 
will fancy his chances in the 
Dutch sand of Assen and it 
could all be over by the time 
the hillside dirt of Villar sous 
Ecot brings the cover down on 
the 2017 tale. 
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Paturel, at last. The Frenchman 
showed the kind of form that has 
been seen too infrequently since 
starting 2017 on such a strong 
note in Qatar. Benoit might still 
be unfixed for 2018 but this re¬ 
sult, perhaps of frustration, was a 
reminder of his capabilities 









Herlings flies high and there is little 
doubt that the Dutchman is now one of 
- if not the - fastest rider in the MXGP 
class; a division that is still incredibly 
competitive (Tonus and Anstie heading 
the field in the first Swiss moto) as the 
2017 season nears the home straight 



MXGP SWITZERLAND 




















MXGP SWITZERLAND 





1 ■ 




w 

JET?'* T*\\ ^NW 

l\ 

^ X 

4 

Ilf w , 


IP " "'^s^kv jb • 

w ijjawUVVAi 

-1 ;. IfW'mw arwi \ 


m 
















r 








■ 


* 





READY TO RACE 


THE WEAPON OF CHOICE 


At the pinnacle of motocross, the sharpest weapon always prevails. 

For 2018, KTM has refined the KTM 450 SX-F, delivering unrivaled power, 
razor-sharp handling, and aggressive styling, making this motorcycle 
the ultimate weapon to race into your next on-track battle. 


Please make no attempt to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing, and observe the applicable provisions of the 
The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available a 
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YOUTHSTREAM COMMENT ON'SOME 
^ OF THE HOT DEBATABLE MATTERS IN MXGP 







FEATURE 


T he last few rounds of MXGP have 
prompted some consternation and 
talk of how the sport is and where 
it is going: MX2, rider opportunities, team 
longevity and Motocross of Nations team 
participation just some of the topics fre¬ 
quently cropping up in conversation. For a 
voice from ‘the top of the hill’ what better 
solution than to wrap the door of Youth- 
stream Vice President David Luongo? The 
promoters have their admirers and their 
critics - like any kind of body, group or 
company in a position of responsibility - 
but they cannot be faulted or discredited 
for their accessibility or wont to express 
an opinion or view on their work and its 
potential. 

Youthstream are singular in their direction 
for MXGP and have largely unified the in¬ 
terests of the manufacturers over the last 
decade. The sea can occasionally be rough 


we wanted the 29 year old to chat on the 
record about some of the comments and 
thoughts we have heard aired in awnings 
around the MXGP circus... 

Each year can be different, a few years 
ago there seemed to be more 450s than 
potential GP-winning riders and now it 
has swung wildly the other way after the 
continual influx of MX2 riders into MXGP. 
How do you feel about the structure and 
potentially losing some of these riders as 
the machinery simply isn’t there? 

Well, we don’t know if they will go away or 
not. We are just at the beginning of Au¬ 
gust and next March we will know if those 
riders have found a bike or not. It would 
be an issue if the factory teams cannot 
find riders but they have all contracted 
someone. We have such a good level now 
and have done for the last two-three years 
in MXGP thanks to the ruling of 23 years 


"TO BE SERIOUS WE HAVE TO HAVE EIGHTEEN RACES AND YOU 
CANNOT ENTICE SPONSORS WITH A SERIES THAT IS ONLY TWELVE 
OR THIRTEEN AND THEN IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM WITH AN 
ORGANISER IT MIGHT DROP TO BE EVEN LESS..." 


and the waves are relentless but the multi¬ 
national firm are setting a course through 
it all. 

It feels like there is plenty to talk about 
with David (we had already sat down with 
him to discuss a smattering of themes ear¬ 
lier this year). One subject we didn’t get to 
cover was over the state of the European 
Championship and its place with MXGP: 
can we expect yet more growth or more 
analysis? It is another facet of the MXGP 
programme that demands more atten¬ 
tion and further conversation but for now 


in MX2 and those riders coming up. The 
sport has become more professional and 
the factories all have at least one special 
talent and we see there are six of seven 
riders that can win each GP and that was 
not the case before. I think everybody is 
satisfied with the level of quality. For sure 
the good spots are already taken and it is 
just a rule of sport: if you are good then 
you are taken. If you have a bad year or 
are injured then in another job you can get 
around that: in sport it doesn’t work like 
this and results create demand. So, I think 
it is a bit too early to make a statement on 



that because this is the hot contract time is 
now for the riders. We can make a point in 
March...but the system with the 23 age rule 
in MX2 is still a good one because it gives 
opportunities to the kids coming up from 
the Europeans to find a good bike in MX2 
and to develop themselves and to the point 
where they will come up to MXGP and keep 
the quality high. 

Has there been any discussion at all about 
a different way to run the system? Maybe 
having a points limit or a rider having to 
leave once he’s won the championship or 
perhaps a rider can only return to MX2 for 
two seasons...? Just to give more flexibil¬ 
ity... 

We are always in discussion with the teams 
but right now there is not a better system 
than this one. With points you can still have 
riders that make a full career in MX2. The 
point of it is that we maintain the ‘flow’ of 
riders from being a kid to an adult. It is 
more the role of the European Champion¬ 
ship to accept a rider who wants or needs a 
second or third chance, like Valentin Guillod 
did in the EMX250s. 

The factory teams are now at a good level 
but the satellite teams range in quality and 
professionalism. Is there a need to assess 
how they can be helped more or how they 
can be pulled together in the interests of a 
decent gate? 

We already help with the overseas with 
the kilos allowance. In the past the teams 
brought much less and now you can see 
that there is more and more material. In a 
way that is a good sign because it means 
the teams are getting more professional but 
I feel we are also in a moment where some 
satellite teams will stop and some others 
will arrive. This has already happened in 
the past and there has been change in the 
paddock. I am very confident we will con¬ 
tinue to be good. 






FEATURE 
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Some of the older riders might have 
passed their golden phase in Grand Prix 
but if there are no spots for riders like 
Benoit Paturel - who has to move out 
of MX2 - or Jordi Tixier who was world 
champion just three years ago then 
this is a bit more extreme. Will it look 
strange for grand prix? 

Let’s see what kind of bike he finds for 
next year. We cannot look at the system 
as a failure in the case of one or two 
examples. It has to be a systematic thing 
and I think it had worked very well. We 
have less riders going into MXGP this 
year...but the good bikes are already 
taken so it depends on the offers from 
the satellite team and it still too early to 
say who will be where. 

It seems like there is a good working 
relationship among the manufactur¬ 
ers, Youthstream and the FIM so could 
the viability and growth of the satellite 
teams be the next project? 

We are ready to listen to everybody be¬ 
cause we are here all year long and feed¬ 
back comes from everybody, so we have 
a ‘global’ idea of what we can and cannot 
do. The satellite teams are supported by 
the factories so it is also their word in¬ 
side this situation. There is constant dia¬ 
logue between us all. The satellite teams 
are run by private owners and you can 
see that some are getting more profes¬ 
sional, some are steady, some start very 
well with a lot of confidence and pas¬ 
sion. It is not a ‘rule’ that satellite teams 
are all great and will grow. The factories 
invest a lot to make this championship 
good and it is our will - and we’ve said 
this before - that when we go overseas 
we want the quality. Quantity with quality 
is the perfect situation but we don’t ask 
for a forty-rider gate overseas; this year 
we had very decent gates overseas so it 
is an improvement. 


As a promoter the job is often thankless 
but is one of the hardest parts of the 
job bringing the whole paddock together 
across a long and varied calendar? 

Our job is to bring this sport higher: 
that’s our target. We have to persuade 
the neutral fan to choose motocross over 
football, rugby or something else. For 
sure we meet with the factory teams and 
the FIM twice a year officially but then 
we have dialogue throughout the year. In 
terms of the calendar the world champi¬ 
onship has to be global and cannot only 
be in Europe. To be serious we have to 
have eighteen races like other top-rank¬ 
ing motorsports and you cannot entice 
sponsors with a series that is only twelve 
or thirteen and then if you have a prob¬ 
lem with an organiser it might drop to be 
even less. Stability: I think the last three- 
four years has been great for the world 
championship in terms of popularity, we 
have good crowds in every country we 
go and we have good TV. Now it is time 
to improve the details. We don’t have 
big changes in front of us. We wanted to 
establish the series and create the MXGP 
and now it is about improving the details 
every year to make each Grand Prix bet¬ 
ter and more presentable. 

Lastly, Team USA for the Nations. 

Should there be more help for them to 
make it each year? Maybe the answer is 
to have the race in the United States in 
2018 in an effort to revive interest... 
Yeah, you have the answer. I hope when 
we are there the good riders will be 
motivated to participate. In the past the 
very top riders where coming across 
Europe to try and beat the best of the 
world championship. It is a point we are 
working on now but the Nations is about 
riding for glory and for your country. It is 
a question of pride. 







It all started with a simple directive; make innovation the driving force for creation of the 
2018 Answer Trinity Jersey and Pant kit. Fit, weight and performance are the three most 
important features in any motocross gear, the Trinity collection has tested at the highest 
levels in all three categories. Utilizing over 40 years of experience in combination with 
extensive research, development and testing, Answer has truly met the initial directive to 
build the lightest, most comfortable and highest performance kit on the market. 


ANSWERRACING.COM 




MXGP 

BLOG 


TALK OF THE AGE... 


Sometimes it feels like there is always some type of issue chasing MXGP. 
The general level of the FIM Motocross World Championship is better, 
more competitive, more presentable and arguably more followed that at 
any other time in recent memory. 


Two years ago there was whole¬ 
sale concern by the riders and 
teams that the tracks were not 
being well-prepared enough and 
it was affecting the racing as 
well as the level of safety. Youth- 
stream took steps with an over¬ 
haul of the maintenance crew 
and complaints dimmed and are 
nowhere near as noisy as they 
used to be. In the last month the 
sadness around Grand Prix of 
Czech Republic pushed forward 
a subject of whether a compre¬ 
hensive European Championship 
support card could and should 
be a staple at every GP venue. 
The latest hot potato in the pad- 
dock is the alarming employ¬ 
ment prospects for riders in the 
premier class and the dwindling 
availability of saddles. 

As Youthstream Vice President 
David Luongo rightfully points 
out in our short catch-up in this 
issue riders are still scrabbling 
for deals and talks are ongoing 


so it is hard to make a serious 
judgement on the state of play 
in MXGP right now. It is worrying 
however for the calibre of rider 
that could find all doors closed 
for the coming season as manu¬ 
facturers pull the purse strings to 
contemplate a long racing cam¬ 
paign and try to support satellite 
efforts as best they can. 

Luongo speaks the truth about 
how the European Championship 
system is funnelling prospects 
into MX2. Speaking with Kemea 
Yamaha rider coach and former 
World Champion Jacky Vimond 
at Lommel, the Frenchman 
pointed out the increased level 
of professionalism seen in EMX 
teams and riders now; youngsters 
are faster, fitter and able to be 
more dedicated in their chase to 
be a Pro. This means MX2 is only 
going to be become ‘richer’ over 
the coming seasons. 


So far, so good (even if the thorny 
subject of whether 85 and 65cc 
riders should be competing on 
certain GP tracks remains a very 
valid). Riders then hit 23 years 
of age and the current situation 
in MXGP suddenly has a crack in 
the system. There is no denying 
that the premier class has the 
best graduates and talents from 
EMX and MX2 but there is a feel¬ 
ing at the moment that the cup 
is overflowing. If seven factory 
teams can only field two sad¬ 
dles and the amount of satellite 
squads does not increase then 
the blue ribbon category be¬ 
comes a bottleneck. 

Luongo rightly says that the 
whole pyramid structure cannot 
be adjusted to accommodate a 
few individuals that have fallen 
foul of timing and luck, but a 
strategy to harness, protect and 
encourage opportunities for rid¬ 
ers to still compete, learn and 
develop once MX2 is no longer 



an option has to be a reality. And 
don’t assume that MX2 berths 
will also be in bountiful supply. 

Satellite efforts range greatly in 
their resources and professional¬ 
ism but the fact that someone is 
passionate and committed to a 
nineteen/twenty race champion¬ 
ship should be encouraged and 
cherished. Of course there is 
help from the factories but the 
talent list of Strijbos, Bobryshev, 
Tixier, Paturel, Searle, Guillod, 
Nagl should not be dismissed 
so lightly. At the very least these 
athletes cannot be simply cast 
aside for their contribution to the 
series over the years. 

Everyone has their own story for 
why they have missed the cut: 
injuries, unrealistic demands, 
too expensive, unable to gel with 
the team or develop a bike. In 
talking with team managers and 
factories we are now in a fran¬ 
tic period of riders looking for 
solutions. One factory boss said 
to me in Lommel that a former 
Grand Prix winner was offering 
to ride for expenses only in 2018. 
In this team’s market it is the rid¬ 
ers that are feeling the pinch and 


we published a story two weeks 
ago on the future of 450cc bikes 
where many technical heads in 
MXGP voiced their opinion that 
the rider is still the most crucial 
and fundament part of the rac¬ 
ing package. It is heavily ironic 
that factory teams are turning 
towards younger (and cheaper?) 
representatives and throwing 
some people’s career into the 
balance as they near their thir¬ 
ties when Tony Cairoli has a 
lead of almost 100 points in the 
championship standings and will 
turn 32 on September 23rd. 

Contract timing has something 
to do with it. Febvre, Gasjer, 
Desalle, Cairoli, Herlings, Paulin 
and Anstie were already tied 
up for 2018 and there will be a 
bigger merry-go-round in ten 
months time. This means riders 
might have to compromise and 
get creative in order to stay in 
the game and hope for the next 
round of talks for 2019 and when 
MX2 has very few names to spit 
out (there are four for 2018: See- 
wer, Lieber, Petrova and Paturel 
and only two have found a home 
in MXGP so far). That could 
mean training and prepping on 


their own terms and hoping for a 
fill-in slot, or somehow investing 
in themselves like Dean Wilson 
did at the start of this super¬ 
cross year. 

Some sympathy for the riders 
then but also concern for the 
state of the gate in the years 
to come. Such is the level of 
MXGP now that athletes without 
the support of a slick and well- 
backed team can only aspire to 
the top ten. The quality of the 
leading troupe is superb but care 
should be taken to look at the 
second tier: how these teams 
can survive, how they can remain 
a key and competitive stepping- 
stone for the likes of Paturel 
who has to jump out of MX2 and 
finds the factory windows bolted, 
and how they continue to look at 
Grand Prix as something achiev¬ 
able and possible without having 
to downscale to just a European 
focus. 

There is no magic answer. Satel¬ 
lite teams should come together 
- as they have in MotoGP - to 
guard some sort of status quo 
and ask for dispensation or 
some collective guidelines to 



be a strong and valued part of 
MXGP. Can raising the age limit 
to 24 or 25 in MX2 help allevi¬ 
ate some pressure and allow 
late developers or those cursed 
by injury one or two more cru¬ 
cial seasons? Should there be 
an emphasis on MXGP athletes 
reaching their prime physically 
and mentally and in terms of 
experience by their late (instead 
of early) twenties? It means a 
longer career, building a firmer 
fanbase and consolidates MXGP 
further around big names in key 
markets (e.g. Bobryshev and 
Russia, Nagl and Germany). 
Could older riders be allowed a 
‘one year’ return card to MX2? 
Could the MXGP class have a 
European contest within? A sepa¬ 
rate champion in the 450s and 
therefore another route for the 
sport’s graduates to look at? 


Talking never stops it seems, 
and there is a certain amount 
of sympathy for the promoters 
who have to listen to so many 
opinions and beliefs on how the 
sport should be run and grown. 
The state of MXGP in 2018 and 
the cast list will not be measured 
yet but I hope the furore and 


level of concern is one of the 
temporary ‘dramas’ of sport and 
not a marker of where MXGP is 
cruising. 
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40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our proprietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 

© SCOTT SPORTS SA 2017 | photo: Stanley Leroux 
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PRODUCTS 



scott sports 


Not only the harbinger of excellent goggles, 
decent boots and some much improved race/ 
riding gear, Scott Sports also have excellent 
protective products from simplistic chest and 
back safety options to full torso coverage. 

The Softcon 2 Jacket Protector (279 euros) is 
made of ‘specifically designed ergonomic and 
flexible D30® pads and plates. It is compat¬ 
ible with a neck brace, the main body is made 
of stretch mesh fabrics and it contains anti¬ 
moisture inner panels in 3D panels.’ 

Anatomic elements, removable sections and 
aimed to relieve arm-pump are other essen¬ 
tials. The Softcon 2 knee guard (129 euros) 
revolves around a design that mixes protec¬ 
tion and mobility/flexibility: little point in hav¬ 
ing a unit that deflects roost but then restricts 
movement. There is a whole host of other 
Softcon products in the range. 


www.scott-sports.com 































By Adam Wheeler 
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THOMAS COVINGTON 


AN INITIAL MISFIT IN GRAND PRIX MX2 NOW A PODIUM CONTENDER AND TEAM 
USA MOTOCROSS OF NATIONS REP. WE ASKED THOMAS COVINGTON HOW HE 
GREW INTO HIS ROLE OF A FORCEFUL INTERNATIONAL MX PLAYER 


I f there is one rider that epitomises 
the gradient of education, experi¬ 
ence and adaptation to conquering 
the diversity of a nineteen round MX2 
FIM World Championship then Thomas 
Covington is pretty good case study. 
Three bikes, three teams, four seasons, 
trans-continental existence, the highs of 
GP victory and the lows of top twenty 
obscurity and frustrating progress-halt¬ 
ing injuries: the 21 year old American 
has been through a wrangler while also 
developing from late teenager to note¬ 
worthy professional. 

Four podiums, three podium wins and 
one of the only riders this year to regu¬ 
larly threaten the axis of Pauls Jonass- 
Jeremy Seewer for top honours in the 
category, Covington has nudged nearer 
his goal of better consistency. He was 
the only Grand Prix winner in MX2 start¬ 
ing the season and was the definition 
of ‘outside’ bet for the title due to that 
tendency to set the pace one week and 
appear to be struggling the next. 

Curiosity of the mental trip that the 
Alabamian has had to negotiate while 
also growing and living on the other side 
of the world is why we're talking with 
Thomas in the confines of his Rockstar 
Energy Husqvarna awning. Covington 
always had a slice of hype in MXGP due 
to his nationality and Pro Circuit link 
but 2017 is perhaps the first campaign 
where #64 has really shown his teeth as 
an athlete that can grasp glory on a reg¬ 


ular basis. How has it been to finally get 
to this point? Was there ever a time when 
he thought it might not happen? Coving¬ 
ton has been coy on his future, pending an 
official announcement from Husqvarna on 
the line-up in both divisions for the brand 
in 2018 but is fully expected to continue 
his blossoming combination with the 
FC250 and with Belgian ‘champion-maker’ 
Jacky Martens. 

What work is there left to do? 

If you imagine that kid running top-three 
in his Grand Prix debut at Qatar in 2014 - 
it seems like a long time ago now - to the 
athlete you are now. Is there much differ¬ 
ence in that character or approach? 

Yeah! For sure. Probably a big difference. 

I feel that my consistency is starting to 
come now whereas in the past I felt like 
I’d almost be winning a moto and then 
not anywhere in the next one or the next 
weekend. I feel I am a lot more rounded 
rider for sure, whether it is sand, hard- 
pack or whatever the conditions are I feel 
that I am able to find the rhythm and the 
speed of the top guys now. 

It took time to get that- 

[laughs] for sure. I talked a bit with other 
Americans that came over to race and it 
always takes a couple of years to really 
learn it. I felt I was able to find ‘it’ some¬ 
times in the first year or two but not every 
weekend. So this is something I hope to 
keep doing. 
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Did you think good form would come 
along a lot quicker? If someone had said 
at the beginning “good luck...work at it 
for three years” you might have been 
shocked... 

Yeah. I wasn’t expecting that at all. When 
I was third in Qatar for my first race I 
thought ‘this is where I should be every 
weekend’. People told me “it’ll be differ¬ 
ent in Europe on those old-school tracks” 
but I was saying to myself “yeah, but it’s 
still a motocross track, the bike is the 
same, a race is a race" and that was true 
in some respects but it was nowhere 
near that easy. 


What was it like going back to your base 
in Europe - essentially on your own - af¬ 
ter a weekend where you didn’t achieve 
what you wanted and working out how 
to get better and improve? How did you 
pick yourself up and what was the men¬ 
tal process? 

It wasn’t easy, especially in those first 
two seasons and there were plenty of 
times where I just wanted to quit and go 
back home and race in America. Some¬ 
how I was just able to keep at it. I stuck 
to my training and my programme and 
focussed on it. As long as I was progress¬ 
ing I was happy. It was about finding 
things to stay positive about, little things 
in a weekend. 
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An example? 

Looking at a good start - if I made one 
- or feeling that my fitness was good 
or knowing that my laps were as fast at 
the end of the race as they were at the 
start. It was about finding things like 
that as opposed to dwelling on what I 
wasn’t good at! This year I worked a lot 
on speed, and mixing that into my endur¬ 
ance training. Confidence is a big thing 
as well and I kept telling and believing 
that I was one of the fastest guys. It is 
mindboggling actually how things can 
change so fast and it must be hard to un¬ 
derstand from the outside: ‘how can he 
win one race and then be so far off?’ It is 
hard to figure out and even now I don’t 
fully grasp how I can be so good at one 
place and then struggle in another. I do 
pretty well on tracks that are smoother 
and with more jumps, and perhaps the 
Europeans not so much. When we go 


to Europe then that’s their stomping 
ground and I’d never seen tracks like 
that or ridden on anything like it. The 
competition as well has a lot to do with 
it. 

It seems easy to see when you are 
confident. Is it frustrating then that it 
is not always evident? 

Yeah and that’s what I’m fighting for. I 
want to be top three every moto but I 
also know it won’t always go smoothly. 

I guess I am a bit more mature about 
it now. If I am struggling in one moto I 
won’t get too worked-up about it when 
I go home: which I used to do in the 
first couple of years. I analyse more. I 
talk with Jacky, my trainer and see why 
I am struggling with something and fix 
it when I next go on the track. 
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You also had quite a swap around of 
bikes and teams in that time; almost a 
different situation every year up until 
2017. Was there anyone you could lean- 
on in that time? How was it finding the 
support network? 

Not easy. At Kawasaki I had a couple of 
guys around me like my mechanic, Rene 
and Harrie Van Hout and they helped me 
as much as they could. I cannot com¬ 
plain about that time and everyone in 
the paddock was very nice to me. Here 
I feel like Jacky has a lot of knowledge 
that I haven’t seen in other people. I tend 
to work well with the way he looks at 
things. 


Looking at your social media you seem 
to be more ingrained into the Belgian 
scene: the cycling, working with the 
guys and Rasmus [Jorgensen]. Perhaps 
if you busted out a few words in Flemish 
people wouldn’t be surprised... 

Yeah! There’s a good atmosphere in the 
team and Lommel has become like a 
second home to me now. I still go over 
to England sometimes and hang out with 
Tommy [Searle] and to get a little break 
from Belgium. But I have a few friends I 
can hang out with and go cycling. I like 
being with Rasmus and Thomas Kjer 
Olsen and my trainer Joel Roelants. I 


have a bit more of a normal life - well, a 
motocross one! When I first came over I 
didn’t really know what the hell was go¬ 
ing on. Now things are more normal. 

Having a settled life has paid off? You 
seemed take a lot of strength from a few 
weeks at home during the season... 

I think I am just more accustomed to the 
European lifestyle and I think that has a 
lot to do with how you can perform. I still 
feel great when I go home to the U.S. af¬ 
ter a while but I don’t think the departure 
and living abroad affects me as much 
any more. 

The results this year have shown a 
marked improvement...but the cham¬ 
pionship standings [he’s sixth] could 
maybe make for better reading. Mixed 
emotions so far? 

For sure. I’m not happy with the cham¬ 
pionship standings but I cannot change 
this too much at this stage of the season. 
Some bad luck in the first three [GPs] 
but I have been happy with my riding 
since we came back to Europe. I want to 
get in the habit of being in the top three 
and on the podium and into a position 
where I can go for the championship 
next year. 

That spotlight is going to be even 
brighter on you next year isn’t it? 

That’s right and this is the goal - to go 
for that title - next year. I just want to 
close out 2017 in a strong way. A top ten 
guy becoming a champion a year later is 
something that rarely happens. So you 
have to build it up from being a consist¬ 
ent top three/five guy and carry that on. 
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It’s a different game though. More than try 
ing to be good every week, you have to be 
good every week... 

Exactly. I guess mentally it will be a bit dif¬ 
ferent but I think it will be good for me. At 
this moment in time I’m not worried about 
points. I just want to go out and win races 
whereas I think for a championship every 
single point will matter. I’m looking forward 
to that challenge. 


Do you think you’ve won more credit and 
plaudits this year? 

Yeah...l think the potential was there all 
along and I feel like this is where I should 
have been a few years ago. To see it pa¬ 
per now is a good feeling. I think people 
back home see that as well and I’m feel¬ 
ing a bit more support from an American 
side. 
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In terms of sand riding your progress 
has been noteworthy... 

Yeah! Lommel - and even places like Ot- 
tobiano - can be really heavy. You have 
to have a different mindset because it 
is so physical. You need to have some¬ 
thing left at the end of the race, so you 
just cannot go out and pin-it on the first 
three laps. You have to find a rhythm 
that you can keep the whole race. Joel 
[Roelants] helped me a lot with the sand 
and the technique is really important; 
the smallest thing has helped me so 
much. Jacky or Joel will stop me and say 
‘try this’ or ‘try that’ and it has helped. 
The bike is moving all over the place and 
I’m quite calculated and like everything 
to go perfectly. I don’t like the bike get¬ 
ting out of whack but in the sand you 
have to let it do what it wants and just 
hang on and relax. 

Regardless of what happens the rest of 
this season the winter of 2017 is going 
to be pretty big for you. It’s maybe not 
on your mind now but are you conscious 
of perhaps a crunch year coming up? 
We’re already thinking about where I’m 
going to train and be based and the team 
and Joel are really good with that. I don’t 
have to think too much about it and only 
have to add my opinion. I’m pretty lucky 
to have that and where and when I want 
to train the team will do that if they think 
it is the best for me. I won’t be lacking 
any motivation in the off-season this 
year! It will be easier to do the hard work 
because I know I will be fighting for that 
championship. 


Committing your future to MXGP wasn’t 
a big thing? 

There was always the temptation to head 
back home but I am looking at it year by 
year. I don’t want to spend my whole ca¬ 
reer in GPs and I think I’ll regret it later 
on if I don’t head back at some point and 
try Supercross. It is just about deciding 
when I want to make the move. 

What about the Nations? It’s another 
milestone and cool part of your story... 

It’s unbelievable. I didn’t think there 
would be a chance of it but things end 
up working out and I couldn’t be happier. 
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By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 
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FOX EXPLAIN THEIR INNOVATIVE PEAK SYSTEM 
ON THE NEW V3 HELMET AND ALSO BOLSTER 
THEIR LINE-UP OF MOTOCROSS BOOTS 
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O ther apparel brands take notice: 

Fox know how to shout about their 
products. Not content with push¬ 
ing hard to be market leaders in terms of 
invention and design the Americans also 
look after the unveiling and presentation 
of their latest efforts. 

We’d been given a secret preview of their 
MVRS (Magnetic Visor Release System) 
earlier in the year and received news that 
the 180 boot would be a worthy alterna¬ 
tive option to the premium level ‘Instinct’ 
that had established Fox as a serious 
player when it came to protective and 
effective footwear. At Lommel for the 
Grand Prix of Belgium Mark Finley, Direc¬ 


tor of Communications and client rela¬ 
tions, makes a compelling case for the 
new items of interest as well as upgrades 
to the forward-thinking FlexAir. “I con¬ 
tinue to be amazed by our design team,” 
the American says without exaggeration. 
“[Flexair] is the lightest in our range and 
is about allowing the rider to move on 
the bike without restrictions, that was the 
brief,” he adds while describing the work 
done for 2018 besides the new colours 
and schemes. 

“We learned so much from the riders in 
the last two years and one piece of feed¬ 
back was that the waist stretched too 
much and was coming down when seat- 







bouncing or gripping the seat so we add¬ 
ed more material to the chassis to make 
it more rigid,” he says of the re-worked 
pants. “We also cleaned up the knee area 
construction and eliminated the internal 
layer because it creates heat and adds 
weight. We knew we’d have seam issues 
so we taped them.” 


and losing one in a ride or race will simply 
mean having to retrieve it afterwards; there 
is not much difference to removing and 
ditching one that has broken. The crucial 
aspect is that the system has done its job 
and was aptly demonstrated in the infa¬ 
mous Anaheim II SX crash by Ken Roczen 
that ended the German’s season (although 
MVRS secret at the time). 



The V3 is clearly a big deal for Fox who 
prides themselves on allowing any rider 
to go head-to-toe and without having to 
compromise too much in one area. “We 
are known as a racewear brand and for 
our graphics and function but we feel 
there is potential for real growth with 
our helmets and boots,” said Finley from 
his position at the forefront of the Fox 
‘compound’ in Belgium. “We see a lot of 
opportunities.” 

The main selling point is the magnetic 
visor. Two issues immediately come to 
mind. Firstly the effectiveness of the at¬ 
tachment system and whether its strong 
enough, and secondly the amount of 
peaks that could break and litter tracks. 
The initial concern was eradicated by 
grabbing the peak and having trouble 
dislodging the thing: it’s a strong fix. The 
contact between the magnets will have to 
remain clear and clean but once in place 
then only a seriously strong jar (your 
head hitting the ground) will pop it loose. 
Peaks are flimsy and replaceable parts, 







“With MVRS we want to try and manage 
rotational forces," Finley says. “Roczen, 
[Chad] Reed and [Ryan] Dungey were all 
testing it in the winter. We hated seeing 
Ken go down but the helmet did the job 
it was supposed to do and Ken was not 
knocked out.” 

He also revealed that Gautier Paulin’s 
spectacular and worrying 2015 crash 
at St Jean D’Angely for the Grand Prix 
of France was a motivating prompt to 
revise how an off-road helmet reacts 
in the event of a fall. “We saw the visor 
was acting like a lever and we wanted to 
eliminate that.” 

The V3 now comes in four shell dimen¬ 
sions (many brands just use two or 
three) and Fox claim the Medium size is 
thus lighter and smaller on the head with 
some other weight savings across the 
range. Fox’s efforts with motocross lids 
have stretched into Mountain Bike with 
the Proframe. “The Proframe is a great 
product and we released it in spring 
2017 and started to run out of stock,” 
Finley says. “It is a really classy product 


and very moto inspired when it comes to 
the chinbar and visor.” 

The journey from head-to-toe is com¬ 
pleted by the 180 boot, and like Finley 
explains is a gesture to reinforce Fox’s 
position in the footwear segment. 

“In 2011 the Instinct really put us in the 
boot market, it was a premium high level 
boot at 550 dollars," he says. “The 180 
is a special mid-tier effort at 250. Ricky 
Carmichael was instrumental in develop¬ 
ment of the Instinct and the 180.” 

“We kept a tight fit around the ankle 
area and use the same traditional two 
straps as the Instinct, what is new is the 
top closure with the silicon system. We 
wanted the boot to really seal with the 
pant and the knee brace. Silicone gives 
flex and a full range of movement as well 
as full adjustability for any calf size.” A 
video of the most successful AMA racer 
ever has the icon admitting that even he 
was sceptical of the idea to have a sili¬ 
con final strap but was won over. 

“It is a very slim boot and this was very 





important for us to get the rider as close 
to the bike as possible and increase 
control. We have full back coverage with 
heel, Achilles and lower calf protection,” 
Finley adds. 

Naturally the real test for the 180 will 
come with track miles, abrasion and 
copious use but Fox are putting their foot 
ahead. By offering riders elite level wares 
but also cheaper but no-less-thought-out 
options then the brand - like most of 
their athletes - is still going places. 
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AS IF TO PROVE THAT MOTOCROSS CAN WRECK BONES AND DREAMS ONE MONTH AND 
THEN PROVIDE A SATISFYING REVERSAL A SHORT TIME LATER, BEN WATSON IS SITTING 
MORE COMFORTABLY IN THE CHAIR PROPPED OUTSIDE HIS FAMILY'S CAMPER. HE IS 
METHODICALLY GOING THROUGH HIS OWN GOGGLE PREP WHILE WE TALK AND HIS 
PAINFUL DESPONDENCY OF MISSING VIRTUALLY THE ENTIRE 2016 RACING SEASON 
WITH A BADLY BROKEN FOOT - AND THEREFORE WAVING GOODBYE TO A YEAR OF HIS 
CAREER AT EIGHTEEN - SOMEHOW SEEMS LIKE A DISTANT PAST. 


Watson is the name on many 
teams’ shopping list for MX2 
Grand Prix and 2017 has been 
a successful comeback. Not 
only in terms of re-establish¬ 
ing the potential that was 
shockingly exciting through 
EMX250 European Champi¬ 
onship debut race wins three 
campaigns ago but also in 
terms of his development. 
Watson was a wide-eyed, often 
naive sixteen year old as he 
attempted EMX250 and the 
odd MX2 appearance in 2014 
but the promise was there. A 
torrid debut year in 2015 fired 
into life as often as his stub¬ 
born privateer, KTM but top 
ten results were within reach 
at seventeen years of age. 

2016 was written off with that 
awkward landing in Argentina. 
Now, almost in the last throes 
of the current Grand Prix 
campaign, Watson is touch¬ 
ing podium potential and has 
wrapped-up his first British 
Championship to boot. 

We're here to talk part-resur¬ 
rection (he has still to confirm 
whether he will stay with the 
Hitachi KTM team for a third 


crack at MX2) and part- Troy 
Lee. The recently turned twen¬ 
ty year old is one of the few 
TLD runners in the Grand Prix 
gate and the unmistakeable 
‘jockey’ livery of the ‘Polka 
Dot’ gear (but also Stream¬ 
line and Megaburst, Maze and 
Joker schemes) has made the 
tall Brit stand out even further. 

What was it like to go from 
injury devastation to return¬ 
ing near the front of MX2 and 
having a buzz around your 
name again? Was it a relief? 
Erm, not really. I’ve always 
known that I have the talent 
on a bike. It was a matter of 
putting all the pieces together 
to actually get me ‘there’. At 
the start of 2016 the results 
were already starting to come; 

I was eighth in the first moto 
at Valkenswaard and was tenth 
until I made a little mistake. 

So I knew I had the speed but 
the next race was Argentina... 
the worst part of that was that 
I was told it [the injury] would 
be four or five weeks but when 
I got home and had further 
checks it turned into the rest 
of the year. It was like ‘pfff....’ 


[drops face], I had a load of 
time off and it really made me 
realise how much I like racing 
and how I do want to do it. I 
made a steady start this year 
but it is now finally coming 
together. 

That injury almost blew you 
away from the map... 

It did. Everything went very 
silent. No social media or any¬ 
thing. I almost had a ‘normal’ 
non-racing life...and it was 
boring! I came back with more 
motivation than ever. It kinda 
helped me in a way. 

It must have felt strange to 
lose a year at that stage of 
getting ready to really burst 
into Grand Prix... 

It was a year that was...not 
wasted...but I’d say ‘ruined’. 
There were positives and 
negatives to it because even 
now my foot is still not quite 
right but it gave me that fire 
and realisation of how much I 
like motocross. So I’ll continue 
to look at the positives. 




MAKI USHIROYAMA (CREATIVE DIRECTOR MOTOCROSS, TLD): 

“THE CONCEPT FOR THIS YEAR WAS TO MAKE GEAR THAT WAS VERY ICONIC AND 
THE WORD THAT CAME OUT OF MY MIND WAS ‘AMPLIFY’ AND WE CAME UP WITH 
NEW STARBURST, THE STREAMLINE AND THE POLKA DOTS...BUT BIGGER!” 


It has been quite an arduous 
path so far hasn’t it? I can 
remember some real rookie 
mistakes back in 2014 when 
you were trying to feel your 
way into EMX... 

Very much so...but some 
things haven’t changed. I 
still train by myself, prep my 
own practice bike and do my 
motos. My parents still drive 
to the races. I’ve improved 
some things around me and 
the bike is much better. I also 
have a great personal spon¬ 
sor - Contract Furnishings 


- that has helped so much, 
especially coming back from 
injury because I didn’t have 
many options at all for 2017 
and they helped me get back. 

I remember my first European 
Championship race in Bulgaria 
in 2014; I didn’t even know I’d 
be doing that race until a week 
before. Me and Dad flew out 
because the team said they’d 
take the bike. I won it, and 
then finished seventh in the 
championship with a few DNFs 
and terrible results. I also won 
a race at Matterley [Basin, 


UK] and it was a very up-and- 
down time. In a way it is still 
like that! I can have one great 
result and then another that 
doesn’t bear talking about, 
[smiles] I know what I need to 
work on. 

What do you think impresses 
people about you as a rider? 
Why did you stand out as a 
sixteen year old? 

I’m not too sure...maybe when 
we come to a race and the 
conditions are very technical I 
tend to shine a bit more. May- 
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be people can see the talent I have to 
ride a motorbike in those races and think 
‘yeah, we can turn him into someone 
who can do that every weekend’. It might 
be my style. After Bulgaria in 2014 I had 
quite a bit of interest in me straightaway 
but I wasn’t that great through the rest 
of the year. It died-down a bit but now it 
has come back because I’ve finally been 
able to show a little of what I can do. I 
think you just have to try and prove what 
you can do, and then the bigger teams 
with their resources can help you go that 
extra bit. 

Weaknesses? Perhaps dislodging the 
brain to do that crazy lap-time? 

Yeah, that’s where I struggle on Saturday 
especially and in pre-qualifying. I don’t 
think that matters too much when the 
gate is quite fair but otherwise I need to 
work on it because I am not one for just 
hanging absolutely everything on the line 
for that one lap. I’m more of a smooth 
racer! [laughs] It’s weird because Nathan 
[older brother, currently KTM’s star in 
the FIM Enduro World Championship] is 
the complete opposite and is really good 
at the one lap but then not so good at 
the race! I know it is in me somewhere; I 
just need to work it out and find the little 
pieces to improve that part. 

British riders have been through the 
mill in the last two years it would 
seem... 

Yeah...[thinks] one of the goals is to be 
the best in the country but you have Max 
[Anstie] and Shaun [Simpson] in the pre¬ 
mier class and they have been around a 
bit longer and have a lot more support 
than me but it nice to the ‘one com¬ 
ing through’. It is nice to see a lot more 
support and backing on social media, 








BEN WATSON & TLD 



also the Des Nations is coming 
up soon and you go through 
Twitter and see all the debates 
about who people want to race 
for Team GBR and it makes 
you feel good to see them 
mentioning your name be¬ 
cause in previous years I never 
had that. It gives you more 
motivation each week. 

British Champion: that must 
mean something... 

To be British Champion was a 
goal of mine since I could first 
ride a bike - the world champi¬ 
onship is the main one - but it 
was something so nice to tick- 
off and to be able to say ‘I’m 
British Champion’. It was also 


cool to do it for Roger [Magee] 
and the rest of the team and to 
join that list of riders that have 
also done it for them. 

You’ve also been hard to miss 
on the track in different ways. 
The link with Troy Lee has 
seen you wear some striking 
gear. On the contrary does it 
ever get you down a bit if you 
open a box at the beginning of 
the season and the kit looks 
kinda terrible? 

It is weird actually. If you 
walk to the line and you think 
‘yeah, I look pretty cool, lets 
get some good results’ then it 
does rub off, but to be honest 
once you’re on the bike you 


SILVIO MARCECA (CREATIVE DIRECTOR MOTOCROSS): 

“THERE IS A SITUATION WHERE YOU NEED THE GARMENT TO 
FIT YOU AND WHERE THE BODY FITS THE GARMENT AND WE 
TRY TO KEEP AN EYE ON THAT BALANCE SO WE CAN GET THE 
OPTIMUM OF PERFORMANCE. YOU START TAKING AWAY ALL 
THE UNNECESSARY FABRICS AND PANELS THAT ARE FIGHT¬ 
ING YOUR POSITION ON THE MOTORCYCLE WHEN YOU ARE 
ATTACKING, TURNING, ON A JUMP. YOU LOOK TO MAKE A 
PANT THAT IS VERY NEUTRAL.” 







1 


FEATURE 


are only concentrating on your 
riding. However if you are sit¬ 
ting on the line and you look 
down and know you look ter¬ 
rible then you do think about 
it! I’ve always liked Troy Lee’s 
gear and it’s well known for 
being one of the coolest kits. 
They always go for some sort 
of florescent look or some¬ 
thing that is a bit different to 
everyone else. 

TLD have a new riding pant 
that is more functional as 
much as it is fetching. Talk¬ 
ing about kit generally is 
there anything that you which 
companies would change or 
develop? 

I’ve never really had any is¬ 
sues with kit. I always pull 
the back of the shirt out to 
get more air and because my 
body armour runs quite far 
down. Even if I tuck it in then 
it always seems to come out 
anyway! I think that tends to 
happen with most gear. I don’t 
like gear that is too tight. I’m 
a 32 and I have long legs and 
it all fits perfectly. As long 
as you are comfortable and 
confident when you are riding 
then that’s all that matters. 

What are you getting through 
on a weekend? 

I use six sets a weekend, so 
a new one for each session. 

I think you could ride in the 
same one for a few weeks 


on-end but we get a good sup¬ 
ply and especially now with 
the 2018 line. I’m well updated 
and I’ve never got to the point 
when I’ve noticed a lot of wear 
or holes have popped up. The 
durability and the looks are the 
best thing about the Troy Lee 
kit and I’m not sure what more 
you’d want than to look good 
and for the stuff to last! The 
leather knees are resistant and 
the rest of the gear is airflow 
and that’s key for me. 



SILVIO MARCECA (CREATIVE DIRECTOR MOTOCROSS): “HOW 
WILL A GUY WHO WORE THE PANT FROM TWO YEARS AGO 
FEEL ABOUT THE NEW ONE? IT’S SMALLER! ALTHOUGH IT WILL 
BE INTERESTING TO SEE THE REACTION WHEN THEY PICK IT 
UP BECAUSE IT IS SO NOTICEABLY LIGHTER AND THE FIT IS 
CLOSER TO THE BODY. WHEN YOU HAVE MORE FABRIC THEN 
YOU HAVE A HIGHER CONSUMPTION OF TEXTILE AND WE HAVE 
BEEN ANALYSING THAT AND WE ARE IMPROVING THE FABRICS 
IN DURABILITY, WEIGHT AND ELASTICITY. YOU MIGHT NOT SEE A 
DIFFERENCE IN PRICE BUT YOU WILL IN QUALITY.” 
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HYD 


PERFORMANCE * PROGRESSION • PRECISION 


Five years ago our Lite Hydrogen line was 
the first true lightweight racewear to the 
market and the original gear line to define the 
minimalist, lightweight category. But when 
you’re first you have to stay on the gas, so 
we’ve continued to develop and improve this 
premium gear with the addition of The Boa® 
System waist adjustment technology. This 
revolutionary system offers fast, on-the-fly 
micro adjustability with a truly "Dialed In” fit, 

A simple turn of the dial delivers unparalleled , j 
performance, comfort and convenience. 

























MOTOCROSS UNADILLA 


UNADILLA NATIONAL 

UNADILLA MX, NY ■ AUGUST 12th ■ Rnd 9 of 12 


450MX winner: Marvin Musquin, KTM 
250MX winner: Jeremy Martin, Honda 




A decent weekend for Jeremy 
Martin while Team USA for the 
Motocross of Nations finally gets 
announced (right). Better get used 
to those wet, deep ruts Cole... 
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CLAIMING THE CALENDAR... 


Chip, chip, chip: that’s what the KTM duo of Blake Baggett (of the RM ATV/ 
MC KTM team and Marvin Musquin (he of the Red Bull KTM) have been do¬ 
ing to Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Eli Tomac's massive 450MX points lead for 
a month now. Tomac looked to have everything in hand after his double moto 
sweep at Southwick but some poor starts, some crashes and just being plain 
outridden by the two orange riders (mostly by Musquin) and his margin has 
shrunk to just 31 over the surging Musquin. 


Marv’s won six straight motos and 
the latest two, this last weekend in 
Unadilla, wasn’t even close. One 
moto in pretty good conditions 
and one in a complete mudder 
didn’t matter for the Frenchman 
as he makes a late charge on 
this title with some very impres¬ 
sive riding. Marv crashing out of 
Millville right after Tomac passed 
him for the lead as well as the 
mechanical at Muddy Creek have 
to leave him thinking about what 
could have been. 

In the 250’s it was Monster Ka¬ 
wasaki’s Joey Savatgy winning 
the first moto in Unadilla to make 
it four out of the last five that he 
stood on the podium. The second 
moto, as stated, was a huge mud¬ 
der so he took a fourth (Jeremy 
Martin won the overall with his 
2-1 score) but there’s no doubt 


that some chassis testing with 
his team done before Millville has 
paid off big time for the rider that 
had a rough 2017 until that point. 

*** 

Team USA was named for this 
year’s Motocross des Nations in 
England and for the first time 
in a long time, maybe the early 
90’s, Team USA goes into the 
race as decided underdogs [2009 
& Franciacorta? Ed]. Tomac and 
Webb didn’t want to go, Honda 
didn’t want to send two bikes and 
injuries conspired to the point to 
where USA was putting a rider, 
Thomas Covington, on a bike he 
hasn’t raced since he was an ama¬ 
teur. Zach Osborne was thought 
by some to be the one to jump up 
to the 450 and leave Covington 
on a machine he was comfortable 


on but in the end, Osborne’s got 
a great shot to win the MX2 class 
and help USA in a very important 
category so he stayed down. 

Cole Seely is a fine rider who’s 
having a nice season. That’s about 
the best you can say about him 
and that’s not a bad thing but he’s 
not an elite outdoor rider that 
usually fills the MX1 slot for the 
Americans. Three rookies to the 
event and one on a machine he’s 
not familiar with should make it 
exciting for USA fans but perhaps 
not in the way they wanted it. Not 
since 1992 has there been a less 
heralded Team USA sent to this 
event but they pulled it off that 
year down under. The task this 
year is as tougher if not tougher 
for the red, white and blue. 




“Something’s got to give, I guess, 
or you see riders retire at 26 
years old like the past three 
badass dudes have. I would say 
Dungey is pretty young. Car¬ 
michael won everything, but I 
would say he was pretty burnt 
at 26. Even Villopoto. Problem 
is guys get enough money and 
they’re over it. I do want to have 
an extended career, personally. I 
want to make a certain number. 
So, it’s not that I’m ‘not’ lov¬ 
ing riding motorcycles, but you 
got to have a little bit of time 
off to really keep your head on 
straight,” said Eli Tomac to me 
after the race about his decision 
to skip the MXDN for the second 
straight year. Tomac’s been hav¬ 
ing some frustrating races lately 
and at first declined my request 
for an interview before circling 
back around after giving it some 
thought. 

The heat has been brought on 
the young American and maybe 
more than what was dished out 
at Ryan Dungey for skipping this 
race twice. For whatever reason, 
it seems that fans, ex-racers and 
certain media have it out for 
Tomac for not wanting to go to an 


event that’s got a) incredibly bad 
timing, b) no money in it for him 
and c) costs a bunch of money 
dished out by his to get his crew 
there. 

Everyone knows my feelings on 
this race, I would like for every¬ 
one to wrap themselves in the 
flag of their country and head on 
over but you’ve got to live in real 
world and realize that it’s a mas¬ 
sive undertaking for the riders 
and teams in America to make 
it to this event. Like everything 
else, this is different from the 
1980’s, although some will keep 
on calling our 1980’s heroes to 
continue to throw Tomac under 
the bus. Memories are funny 
like that huh? Damon Bradshaw, 
Jeff Stanton, Bob Hannah, Mark 
Barnett and many more have all 
declined to go to this race over 
the years. And in case anyone 
forgets, Tomac’s represented USA 
twice and ridden very well each 
time. 

When asked if he’d be at the 
MXDN if it was earlier in Sep¬ 
tember Tomac was quick to 
respond: “Totally. It would be ‘on 
it’ because I would just stay in 


my groove. It’d be another week 
or two. But when you add in four 
or five weeks and then you go to 
Monster Cup; that’s a very seri¬ 
ous race now. We take that very 
seriously, not just like an off¬ 
season race. We want to be ready 
for those situations. It’s such a 
sticky situation. It’s tough to even 
say anything.” 

Lots of talk on-line about how 
this date hasn’t changed but 
that’s simply not true. Giuseppe 
Luongo, President of Youth- 
stream commented in an inter¬ 
view this past week: “Apart from 
one or two since the middle of 
the ‘90s the MXoN has always 
been held at the end of Septem¬ 
ber,” which isn’t exactly true. 

Here is a random stretch of 
MXDN dates. Four out of seven 
are not held at the end of Sep¬ 
tember. 

2000 Sept 20 
1999 Sept 26 
1998 Sept 27 
1997 Sept 14 
1996 Sept 22 
1995 Sept 10 
1994 Sept 11 
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If the MXDN were on September 21st, 17th, 18th 
like it could’ve been in ‘98, ‘95 or ‘94, I don’t 
think any of these issues we’re having today 
would be as bad, and Tomac confirmed as much 
for me. The crews of the teams are overworked, 
riders are training harder than ever before and 
everyone needs time off, it’s that simple. Maybe 
because I’ve been the guy putting in 70 hours a 
week on a race team (including going to MXDN 
for Team USA) that I always stand up for, and talk 
about, the guys working insane hours on these 
race teams. 

This year the MXGP’s are over on September 
17th. Here’s a sampling of earlier years when the 
MXGP’s ended: 2011 Sept 11, 2010 Sept 12, 2009 
Sept 12, 2008 Sept 14, 2007 Sept 2, 2006 Sept 
16 

So the fact that the USA series is ending sooner 
and the MXGP’s are ending later is the real issue 
here. 

As far as Eli Tomac is concerned he’s trying to 
move on and hope people understand his deci¬ 
sion. “Yeah, [you just] shut the social media off 
and just move on - it sounds selfish, but you got 
to worry about yourself really at this point. Can’t 
make every single race.” 

With that Tomac was probably hoping that some 
public words about his decision would keep the 
wolves at bay. Somehow, I doubt it. 
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A new-look Answer has surfaced in a number of 
ways over the last month. First the 2018 Syncron 
and Elite gear has made a sizeable impact thanks 
to fresh designs and the promise of quality and 
has been prominent at the front of MXGP thanks 
to the current championship leader. There has also 
been a renewed logo and corporate image (using 
the triangle theme from the 1980s and 90s but 
now updated with an ‘A’ as part of the look). Now 
the Americans are pushing the re-worked helmet 
line (part of their effort for a full head-to-toe pack¬ 
age). 

The A-5 boast MIPS technology and the fibreglass 
product stands out thanks to the specs/price ratio. 
The A-3 and A-l offer variations on cost/perfor¬ 
mance but the A-5 is the top-hitter. Answer fill an 
important role in offering affordable but excellent 
worth when it comes to their catalogue and for 
a clientele that might not want the same gear as 
Roczen or Barcia but repeated use and full whack 
for their buck. Having said that Answer have 
pushed hard with the capabilities of their Trinity 
riding wares and the pants alone pack an impres¬ 
sive punch: ‘320-denier multi-weave 4-way stretch 
nylon knee panels, durable, 900-denier poly seat 
panel, drum-dyed and de-bossed leather inner 
knee panels, interwoven aramid inner leg heat bar¬ 
riers, mesh lower leg panel allows for unobstruct¬ 
ed airflow, adjustable internal waist fitting system, 
integrated knee and thigh TPR system with mesh- 
airflow panel’s, laser cut ventilation panel’s, stra¬ 
tegically engineered stretch channels add support 
without limiting flexibility and double and triple 
stitching throughout.’ 


Have a look at the site for more details and info 


www.answerracing.com 
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T he Austrian round of the 
MotoGP championship 
had a wonderful kind of sym¬ 
metry about it. Starting out in 
Thursday’s press conference, 
Valentino Rossi was asked for 
an opinion on what had been 
his most satisfying win to 
date in an illustrious 22-year 
grand prix career. Unsurpris¬ 
ingly he opted for Barcelona, 
the scene of that last-corner 
lunge on Jorge Lorenzo in 
2009. “I don’t think I ever 
won another race at the last 
corner before,” he said. 

It took adversary-in-chief 
Marc Marquez to point out 
Sete Gibernau - now Dani 
Pedrosa’s riding coach - stood 
nearby, to bring back memo¬ 
ries of that awkward encoun¬ 
ter in Jerez’s pare ferme 
twelve years before. “Ah, 

Sete!” he said, embarrassed 
at his brief memory loss. 
Laughter prevailed, Rossi fin¬ 
ished his answer (“you know, 
the battle on the last corner 
is always the best”) and the 
moment was forgotten. 

Or was it? For Marquez is 
a man who rarely forgets. 
Maybe - just maybe - he had 
considered his own stellar 
career, the five titles across 
all three classes, and how it 
lacked what Rossi had men¬ 
tioned: a last-lap, last-corner 
move, decided in his favour. 

A little less than four days on 
and we were treated to argu¬ 
ably the best encounter of 
the year, decided at the very 
death, with the reigning world 
champion and man with most 
to lose, risking it all. 


But Andrea Dovizioso held 
firm, his coolness under pres¬ 
sure ensuring he collected his 
most combative win in grand 
prix to date. And, sitting 16 
points behind Marquez in the 
championship table, his world 
championship bid received a 
timely shot in the arm. 

At the close of another 
breathless race, OTOR casts 
an eye over three big talking 
points from the Red Bull Ring. 

1 

It’s Marquez’s title to lose 

There was little wonder the 
atmosphere in the Repsol 
Honda garage was jubilant in 
the hours that followed the 
Spielberg thriller. Yes, lead 
rider Marquez was pipped 
on the run to the line. And 
he had no doubt given every 
member of his crew chest 
aches when diving into the 
last of the track’s ten bends. 
But the very fact he was at 
the front, challenging to the 
end, shows how far he - and 
Honda - has come in the past 
three months. A year ago, 

HRC bosses could only look 
on as Ducati and Yamaha 
roared ahead, the RC213V’s 
acceleration deficiency con¬ 
tinually exposed on the quick 
shifts from the Red Bull 
Ring’s numerous low-gear 
hairpins. 

This year, and Marquez was 
fast from the first laps on 
Friday morning. And he did so 


by revamping riding style as 
much as set-up. Cal Crutch- 
low had called Marquez “the 
king of acceleration” on Sat¬ 
urday, the Englishman mar¬ 
velling at the 24-year old’s 
revised technique on corner 
exit. “He’s riding fantastic in 
that area; getting the bike 
stopped, turned and out. 
Normally that’s Dani’s strong 
point and he’s murdering 
Dani." 

Marquez gave little away after 
the race, although he did 
indicate the post-race test at 
Brno was crucial for working 
on his acceleration technique. 
“It was really important, the 
Monday test in Brno because 
we start to prepare for this 
race,” he explained. “For me 
the most important is the 
feeling with the bike. What I 
try today on that last lap is 
because I again start to feel 
the limit. For example, in Brno 

1 save the crashes, I start to 
feel again this sweet feeling 
with the bike.” 

With Marquez scoring 45 
points at two of his less-fa¬ 
voured tracks, and the up¬ 
coming rounds at Misano and 
Aragon historically not favour¬ 
ing Ducati, the Spaniard finds 
himself in a commanding 
championship position. 

2 

Yamaha still stranded in a 
funk 


Two more races down and 
yet more lost ground. This 
world title is looking more of 
a stretch for Movistar Yamaha 
men Maverick Vinales (third, 

24 points back) and Valentino 
Rossi (fourth, -33 points). It 
was impossible to leave the 
Italian’s meeting with the me¬ 
dia on Sunday without having 
the impression his bid for the 
illusive tenth world crown is 
slipping away. 

“Very difficult," was Rossi’s as¬ 
sessment of pegging Marquez 
back, with seven races remain¬ 
ing. Not only is Marquez look¬ 
ing stronger by the round, but 
the 2017 Ml, puzzlingly, re¬ 
mains a flawed machine. It isn’t 
a normal occurrence to see a 
satellite bike regularly out-pace 
its factory counterpart, but 
Johann Zarco can now recall 
three occasions (Jerez, Barce¬ 
lona, Austria) in which his Tech 
3 Yamaha did just that. 

A year ago in Austria, the Mov¬ 
istar Yamahas pushed Ducati 
most of the way. But agility 
aside, it appears the Ml has 
lost out in all other aspects to 
rivals Honda and Ducati. Here, 
both Vinales and Rossi com¬ 
plained of excessive tyre wear 
in the race’s second half, the 
spinning on corner exit sug¬ 
gesting Yamaha’s progress with 
electronics over the season has 
stagnated. 

Honda has used its test days 
wisely throughout 2017. Pre¬ 
race tests at Jerez and Brno 
resulted in one-twos for its fac¬ 
tory men, while it now heads 
to Misano - another Yamaha- 


friendly track - to hone set-up 
for September’s race. Yamaha 
will be present too. And as 
Vinales said on Sunday: “If we 
don’t change something big, 
the championship is going to 
be impossible.” 

3 

Sam Lowes can walk with his 
head held high 

If one is to look solely at re¬ 
sults, it could be argued Aprilia 
was justified in its decision 
to end Sam Lowes’ two-year 
contract prematurely. 18th and 
20th place finishes at Brno and 
the Red Bull Ring don’t exactly 
represent an upturn in form, 
especially as the machine up¬ 
grades that put him at an even 
level as team-mate Aleix Espar- 
garo finally arrived. 

But scratch away at the sur¬ 
face of the whole affair, and it’s 
difficult not to feel sympathy 
for the Englishman. At Brno, 
Lowes appeared refreshed, 
fully motivated and pointed to 
an updated bike - featuring a 
new engine, airbox and gearbox 
- as a sign of Aprilia’s trust in 
his talents. “I have a two-year 
contract [for ‘17/’18). There are 
no ‘ifs’ or ‘buts’,” he said. Yet 
Aprilia’s racing chief Romano 
Albesiano sang a rather differ¬ 
ent tune. “I’m really hoping he 
will show us more in these next 
two races to finally be able to 
confirm [his future],” he said in 
the Czech Republic. 

For Lowes, word came the 


evening before free practice for 
the Austrian round started that 
he was out of a ride for '18, 
with Scott Redding to replace 
him. And details of a relation¬ 
ship that has soured so quickly 
soon became known. “It’s like 
they didn’t even believe in me 
before I arrived,” Lowes said 
on Friday. Indeed, paddock 
rumours stated Aprilia was 
searching for an alternative for 
the Englishman as early as last 
year’s private test at Jerez in 
November. If true, one wonders 
why the Noale factory signed 
him in the first place. 

Aside from apparently not 
showing belief in a rider they 
signed for the future, the 
team’s means of communica¬ 
tion was called into question. 
From June, Lowes has been 
kept in the dark, in spite of ru¬ 
mours circulating on his future. 
“That’s why the situation over 
the last few months has been 
the way it is,” he said on Friday. 
“It’s not been clear. I haven’t 
really known what’s going on. 
No one tells you anything. 
They’re going behind your back 
and talk bad.” No way to build 
up a rider’s confidence. 

Still, Lowes was refreshingly 
honest throughout. His Mon¬ 
day tweet, wishing Aprilia and 
Redding the very best for ’18, 
was a classy touch. Surely he’s 
deserving of another crack at 
it next year. Marc VDS Honda 
could well be where he lands. 
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DOVI DIGGING IT OUT... 


And Austria makes it three. Andrea Dovizioso’s third win of the season 
and his fifth in ten seasons of MotoGP is a mark of the transformation 
the Italian has undergone. He came into the class as a rising young star 
at the age of 22, a Honda protege in the JIR Scot team. He had moved 
up with the team and the backing of HRC after finishing runner up in 
the 250cc class the two previous seasons, and winning a 125cc title 
for the Japanese factory. Under normal circumstances he would have 
gone straight into the Repsol Honda team but Nicky Hayden had won a 
MotoGP title for Honda, beating Valentino Rossi in 2006, and so HRC's 
loyalty demanded Dovizioso take a seat in the satellite antechamber. 


He only had to wait another 
year. Honda dropped Hayden at 
the end of 2008, opening the 
way for Dovizioso to take the 
American’s place. Hayden head¬ 
ed to Ducati, where he became 
wingman to Casey Stoner. That 
year, Dovizioso took his first Mo¬ 
toGP victory, riding a superbly 
controlled race in the rain at a 
treacherous Donington Park. 

Two seasons later, Casey Stoner 
sounded Dovizioso’s death knell 
at Repsol Honda. Honda signed 
Stoner to partner Dani Pedrosa 
at Repsol Honda, but Dovizioso 
refused to be shuffled off to a 
satellite squad, demanding HRC 
honour his contract and keep 


him in the factory team. Honda 
did just that, running a three- 
man squad for 2011, and then 
after Dovizioso was out. The Ital¬ 
ian had been racking up regular 
podiums, but he hadn’t been 
winning. Honda spend too much 
money on MotoGP to have their 
factory riders standing winless. 

Though it seemed bad at the 
time, losing the Repsol Honda 
seat was probably the best thing 
to happen to Dovizioso. After 
a successful year in the Tech 3 
Yamaha squad, Ducati offered 
him a seat in the factory team, 
much to the chagrin of Cal 
Crutchlow who was eyeing that 


ride. Dovizioso took the place of 
Valentino Rossi, departing after 
the two most disastrous years 
of his career. It was the start of 
a long, slow, rebuilding process 
that would see Ducati go from 
being hopelessly lost to being 
competitive again. 

Gigi Dall’lgna has been widely 
credited with Ducati’s return 
to competitiveness, and while 
the great majority of the credit 
belongs to the Ducati Corse 
boss - his organizational skills, 
more than his engineering 
skills - Dovizioso has played 
a key role in the turnaround. 
Dovizioso is a calm, thoughtful 



presence in the pit box, a keen 
listener with a deeply analytical 
mind. Though he dislikes the 
daily media debriefs, he listens 
carefully to questions and gives 
straight answers. If you are puz¬ 
zled about a particular detail of 
riding a MotoGP bike, or setting 
it up to go fast, Andrea Dovizioso 
is the man to give you a clear 
and precise explanation. 

For a long time, it was felt that 
this was the factor holding him 
back. He was thinking too much 
on the bike, people said, not 
switching off the brain and going 
balls-out for the win. He was 
the antithesis of Marco Simon- 
celli, the Italian icon who was 
all raw talent and unthinking 
actions. “What we need to beat 
the Spanish riders,” an Italian 
journalist friend commented to 
me at the time, “is to cut Andrea 
and Marco in half and stick them 
together to create the perfect 
Italian rider.” The contrast was 
all the more poignant because 
the two men had spent their en¬ 
tire lives racing each other, from 
minibikes all the way to MotoGP. 
As the Ducati improved, so 


did Andrea Dovizioso. The 
changes Gigi Dall’lgna made to 
the engine of the Desmosedici 
helped the bike turn, and each 
new chassis modification made 
the Ducati easier to manage. 
Dovizioso worked on his riding, 
worked on his fitness, worked on 
his attitude, improving at every 
step. Podiums started to come, 
then became more frequent. 

But in battle, Dovizioso always 
seemed to lose out to fiercer, 
more committed rivals. He was 
seen as the fifth-best rider in the 
world, an also ran who would 
never win a title. 

That all changed in the middle 
of last year. A new Dovizioso 
appeared. Less flustered, more 
focussed, above all more ruth¬ 
less. He stood taller when you 
spoke to him, looked you in the 
eye with a gaze of cold steel. He 
won at Sepang in the rain, and 
we all discounted it as another 
wet win. He won at Mugello in 
the dry, and we sat up and took 
notice. He dominated at Barce¬ 
lona, a feat of calculated skill 
and race management. Finally, in 
Austria, he took on the roughest, 


toughest passer in the paddock, 
and beat him at his own game. 
Now, nobody believes Dovizioso 
isn’t a candidate for the champi¬ 
onship. 

Where did the change come 
from. “Small things,” Dovizioso 
likes to say. In reality, he has 
been receiving help from a men¬ 
tal coach, a famous psychologist 
from Chile. “From the middle of 
last year I believe I understood 
a lot of things about life,” he 
told us after winning in Barce¬ 
lona. “It helped me to approach 
everything, life and sport, in a 
different way, with a different 
approach. Everyone can learn 
to understand different things in 
a different moment in your life. 
Small things, but they create a 
big difference.” He has learned 
to ignore distractions, to not get 
waylaid by the trivial and unim¬ 
portant. Concentrate on what 
matters: turn up on a race week¬ 
end, work on adapting the bike 
to the track, then put his heart 
and soul into the race. 

Some heart. Some soul. Some 
racer. 
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KTM BARE THEIR TEETH 


Progress at Mattighofen has rarely been anything other than swift. It 
was, after all, how KTM’s team boss Mike Leitner convinced regular top- 
six finishers Pol Espargaro and Bradley Smith to sign for - and rapidly 
develop - the company’s nascent MotoGP project. “As a manufacturer, 
everything they’ve turned their hand to, they’ve been very successful,” 
Smith said last March, when his acquisition was announced. 

“From motocross to off-road, to enduro to Moto3. So you have to be¬ 
lieve they will do the same in MotoGP.” 


Some - your dear author includ¬ 
ed - may have thought Smith’s 
words were peppered with the 
usual fanciful optimism reserved 
for such occasions. 

There’s no point disguising it: 
this is a different kettle of fish to 
the other series he mentioned, a 
bird of another feather, MotoGP. 
As Kawasaki quickly found dur¬ 
ing its six-year stint in the top 
class, the requisite resources - 
not forgetting the money to fund 
them - to accumulate then sift 
through data and drive develop¬ 
ment forward make the eyes 
water. 


Add in, the factory was forg¬ 
ing ahead with its tubular steel 
chassis design, WP suspension- 
a break from the norm; each of 
the other five manufacturers use 
an aluminium frame and Ohlins 
forks - as well as needing to 
build up sufficient data to pro¬ 
gramme the RC16’s electronics 
package, and there were poten¬ 
tial pit-falls aplenty. 

But in Red Bull, KTM certainly 
has the monetary backing. The 
cost of its premier class project 
over five years is rumoured to be 
north of 200 million Euros. But 
one only needs to glance around 
the opulence at the sponsor-title 
home track to get an idea of how 
far Dietrich Mateschitz’s wallet 


extends. And in company CEO 
Stefan Pierer, the man who has 
made little secret of his animos¬ 
ity toward Honda, it has the am¬ 
bition. Little wonder Smith was 
ready to sign once he was given 
a tour of the factory. 

16 months on and it has become 
clear Smith’s thinking was well 
reasoned. In its first eleven rac¬ 
es, KTM’s ever-improving RC16 
has arguably displaced Suzuki’s 
GSX-RR as the fifth best factory 
machine on the grid. And now 
Aprilia’s RS-GP is in its sights. 

At Brno it finished a little over a 
tenth of a second behind Aleix 
Espargaro. Seven days on and, 
come the chequered flag, it was 
6.9s ahead. 



Top tens in both flag-to-flag and 
dry race outings at the last two 
rounds too, the second seeing 
test rider and wildcard Mika Kal- 
lio come home 19s back of the 
winner - a rate of progress few 
could have foreseen. 

The factory has certainly turned 
heads from the moment the 
RC16 unveiled. Be it the stock¬ 
piling of expertise from various 
teams, namely Repsol Honda, 
over the winter, the rapid turno¬ 
ver at parts, or the proximity of 
both riders to the front from the 
first race (bar, perhaps, Austin), 
the impression Pierer was dead¬ 
ly serious when announcing last 
August (at the Red Bull Ring) his 
dream to win the series outright 
has been difficult to escape. 

Hearing of new chassis and 
shocks may not quite excite like, 
say, a hot lap, but it has been 
an exercise in itself, filling up 
notepads, attempting to keep up 
to date with this whirlwind rate 
of development, the like of which 
NASA would be proud. Chas¬ 
sis specs change by the week, 
and how about introducing an 


engine, featuring a rapidly differ¬ 
ent configuration, at the fourth 
round at Jerez? Espargaro called 
it “unbelievable”. Not quite, but 
rumour has it KTM had planned 
to introduce the ‘big-bang’ mo¬ 
tor at Brno. That it arrived three 
months and six races before 
speaks volumes of the hours be¬ 
ing put in at every level. 

And don’t think this is some 
kind of exercise in vanity. Aside 
from the full-blooded willing¬ 
ness to push the bike closer to 
the leaders, consider how moti¬ 
vating it must be for Espargaro 
and Smith - both frustrated by 
a lack of development options 
when housed in Tech 3 Yamaha’s 
garage - to have a conveyer belt 
of new parts to sample. That 
spreads to the technicians too, 
with a degree of trust placed on 
them to work on parts that may 
not have come when working at 
other factories. 

After the new engine’s intro¬ 
duction at Jerez, the summer 
test at Aragon was the next big 
step. “Sometimes you feel the 
changes but you don’t see it so 


much on lap time,” says Kallio. 
“But now the last modifications, 
we saw this on the lap time. A 
new frame, a new suspension 
- it was a step further. In Brno 
Pol and Bradley modified even 
more the frame, suspension and 
rear shock. Many, many other 
small things bring the bike to a 
better level.” That can be in no 
doubt. In Austria, Cal Crutchlow 
had the chance to scrap on track 
with Smith. “I couldn’t compete 
with him. He was pulling nearly 
half a tenth on two of the big 
straights.” 

News that management is 
beginning to assert a degree 
of pressure on Smith in the 
German-speaking press, after 
a lacklustre showing on Sun¬ 
day, could be viewed as unfair, 
given the Englishman opted 
for a development role while in 
his prime. After all, one of the 
project’s few failings to date 
has been the inability to cure 
the RC16’s turning issues. But, 
bearing the fact Smith was 16 
seconds back of Kallio on Sun¬ 
day, and at a loss to explain his 
lack of race-pace, KTM’s boss’ 
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pointed words show a ruthlessness 
that underachievement won’t be 
tolerated. 

At this rate, it’s tempting to won¬ 
der where the ceiling lies for this 
project. With a limitless wad of 
Euros available, one has to imagine 
a big-money offer will arrive at the 
garage door of one of the class’ 
leading names in the spring of next 
year (or earlier). Fitting Red Bull, 
an energy drink that claims to give 
you wings, should bankroll this 
operation. As, judging by its first 
six months in MotoGP, the sky’s the 
limit for KTM. 
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LOWES 



SHOWS 


Words by Steve English 
Photos by Monster Energy 


STAGE 


ALEX LOWES OPENS UP: WHICH IS GREATER, THE JOY OF 
WINNING OR THE RELIEF OF MEETING EXPECTATIONS? 



A fter delivering Yamaha their third 
consecutive Suzuka 8 Hours suc¬ 
cess, there was a moment of quiet 
contemplation in their offices. The team’s 
trio of riders - Alex Lowes, Michael van 
der Mark and Katsuyuki Nakasuga - were 
getting changed from their champagne 
soaked leathers and were in a reflective 
mood. 

For Lowes, the victory offered an excla¬ 
mation mark on the improvements that 
he has made this year. Consistency has 
been paired with his speed and at Suzu¬ 
ka he offered a small ‘class’ in endurance 
racing - fast when he needed to be and 
consistent throughout each of his three 
stints. It was a performance that was 
hailed by many as a career moment. 

“Winning again at Suzuka means a lot to 
me personally,” said Lowes in the after- 
math. “There’s a lot of pressure from 
Yamaha to be successful at that race 
and you do feel it as a rider. You want 
to deliver the win and there’s definitely 
some relief when you win a race like this. 
It releases the pressure but the joy of 
winning such an iconic race is far bigger 
than that relief. It’s been nice to reflect 
on what we achieved and it was a very 



"THIS YEAR I'VE DEFINITELY BEEN HAPPIER WITH HOW THE SEASON 
HAS GONE SO FAR BUT I STILL STRUGGLE FINISHING TO BE HAPPY 
WITH FINISHING FIFTH OR SIXTH. I WANT TO BE AT THE FRONT..." 


enjoyable event as a whole. For Yamaha 
to trust me to finish for the second year 
in a row really means a lot to me. It 
makes it even more special.” 

The trust and faith that Yamaha have 
shown the 2013 British Superbike cham¬ 


pion has been clear. In the last two 
events Lowes has been given the cov¬ 
eted final stint; the final hour of Suzuka 
when the circuit comes alive in the dark. 
Fans wave brightly coloured glow-sticks 
and the atmosphere builds throughout 
the run until the chequered flag. With 



a safety car period there were plenty of I wanted to be fast for a number of laps 

opportunities for doubts to creep into the and I really think that it’s paid off all year 

minds of racers, and a mountain of po- in WorldSBK. I feel that I’m riding well and 
tential mistakes to be made. For Lowes, that I’m in control. Obviously a race like Su- 

that final stint offered proof that his in- zuka pushes consistency to an extreme, but 

vestments and focus over the winter had it’s what I’ve spent time working on.” 
been worthwhile. 

“This year I’ve been able to do a lot more 

“I’ve spent a lot of time working on be- riding compared to in the past and it’s 
ing more consistent this year. During helped me. Last year because of a few 

the winter my goal was to do as many injuries I wasn’t really fit enough to do as 

race simulations as I could in testing much riding as I would have liked. I carried 

rather than trying to get a headline time. a lot of injuries last year - my shoulder, my 





FEATURE 


collarbone - and I was never really right. 
My health and physical condition weren’t 
good last year and it did affect me but 
for this year I started it fit and I was able 
to put in the right effort to keep improv¬ 
ing. 


“There’s no point training yourself into 
the ground if it doesn’t help you when 
you race and likewise there’s no point 
doing lots of riding if it doesn’t help you 
in a race. I think I’ve found a good bal¬ 
ance now and my riding training is very 
structured now. It’s allowed me to work 
on specific things rather than just going 
out with my mates and riding. It’s about 
being consistent and keeping an eye 
on my lap-times rather than just racing 
whoever else is around you. That change 
in mentality has probably been a bigger 
help for me rather than just riding more 
through the season.” 


In WorldSBK, that approach has taken 
Lowes to the podium twice this year and 
he’s fifth in the standings as the series 
resumes in Germany this weekend. The 
biggest question post-Suzuka will centre 


on whether upgrades will start to filter 
in from Japan. For Lowes, however, the 
biggest factor in making the WorldSBK 
programme a success isn’t parts - it’s 
people. 

“When you’re in the box and all the key 
Japanese people are there, you can talk 
to them and see that they do care about 
WorldSBK. They want it to be success¬ 
ful and hopefully we’ll start to get some 
of the parts fed down to the WorldSBK 
team. I think that there’s support from 
Japan and hopefully opportunities for 
us to work closer with them to improve 
the bike. From being there and talking to 
everyone, they do want to help us be¬ 
cause I think that there’s a lot of stuff on 
that bike that could help us in WorldS¬ 
BK.” 

“I think that there’s lots of areas we 
could learn from. I don’t think that it’s 
one thing that we could bolt on the 
WorldSBK bike and it would be a mas¬ 
sive step. I really believe that having the 
respect and a closer relationship with 
the Japanese is the most important 




ALEX LOWES 


thing that would help us improve in all 
the areas.” 

“For the rest of this season I just want us 
to get consistent results and to hopefully 
pick up another couple of podiums. My 
goal is to make sure that I finish fifth in 
the championship. It’s strange for me to 
have that as my goal, because I want to 
win races and be a champion - but to be 
the best of the rest behind the Ducatis 
and Kawasakis is the target.” 

Having learned from his previous years 
in WorldSBK, when Lowes’ attempts to 
overcome a machinery handicap saw him 
crash, this new approach has been in¬ 
strumental in seeing him settle for solid 
points rather than push for more. The 
end of last year was instrumental in this. 
Despite feeling he had outperformed his 
former teammate, Sylvain Guintoli, it was 
the Frenchman who scored more points 
and claimed the team’s sole podium fin¬ 
ish. That was clearly a light bulb moment 
for Lowes and he changed his approach 
for this year. 


Armed with a mentality of scoring as 
many points as possible without taking 
undue risks has seen him finish in the 
top five in half of the races, and claim 
podiums when the bike allowed. While he 
has been satisfied with the results of this 
change, Lowes still struggles to be satis¬ 
fied by not winning races. 

“This year I’ve definitely been happier 
with how the season has gone so far but 
I still struggle finishing to be happy with 
finishing fifth or sixth. I want to be at the 
front and I want to win races. I do think 
I’ve done a better job of keeping that in 
check and being realistic with my goals 
but it’s tough. I’m a winner and a want 
to be winning races in WorldSBK. I think 
that in the long run this will help me 
because when I get a bike that will put 
me in the position to win I really think 
this experience will help me get the most 
from it." 

Whether he’ll find that bike with Yamaha 
remains to be seen but it will continue 
to be his home going forward. While the 
deal clearly took longer than many had 






expected to be announced, it represents 
the contract that Lowes wanted all along; 
the chance to see their hard work pay off. 

“The most important thing for me is 
that I want to be in a position to win the 
WorldSBK championship in the future. 

I honestly believe that I can be world 
champion. It’s been a tough four years 
for me in WorldSBK so far but I believe 
that I can achieve a lot here. 

“I’ve got a great relationship with Yama¬ 
ha and we’re continuing to build that 
relationship. When the time is right and 
we’re ready I think that Yamaha and 
myself will be in a really strong position. 
I’m delighted to be staying here because 
it’s the best option for me and all year 
it’s where I’ve wanted to be for 2018. We 
made steps over the winter and we can 
keep making progress together.” 

Now a veteran of the long game mental¬ 
ity, the joy of winning in WorldSBK is 
a project that has lasted longer than 8 
hours - but there’s still plenty of time left 
before the flag. 
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